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Aims of the Society 

The Ontario Model Soldier Society is a provincially chartered, non–profit 

organization, dedicated to the following purposes:  
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and displaying model and toy soldiers and studying the history thereof. 
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2019 OMSS Meeting Dates 
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Greetings!  

Bob Thompson kicks off the 

spring 2019 edition of THE 

JOURNAL with a book preview 

of Silvia Pecota’s 

Remembering our Fallen, which features her excellent artwork and 

poetry, and a film review of Sir Peter Jackson’s excellent 

documentary of the First World War, They Shall Not Grow Old. Jeff 

Duncan carries on with a preview of a couple of Second World War 

films. Jim and Eunice Matresky follow up with an excellent interview 

of our past president – John Hambly. I think the greatest thing about 

John’s collection is how he accentuates it with his considerable 

wood crafting skills. My own contribution to this edition is a short 

account of my recent battlefield tour / commemoration of the 75th 

anniversary of Operation HUSKY and the Italian campaign. On a 

more sombre note, Frank MacKay provides an account of the blow 

dealt to the Toronto hobby community by the closure of Hornet 

Hobbies. Alex Monsour takes us on a trip to warmer climates with 

his recent visit to the South Florida Toy Soldier Show. Ian Pearson 

dug deep into the archives and provides material on the uniforms of 

Scottish regiments. Finally, but certainly not least, Bob Thompson 

rounds out the issue with a tale of his pilgrimage to the Mecca for 

toy soldier collectors – James Hillestad’s Toy Soldier Museum in 

Cresco, Pennsylvania. 

I hope you enjoy this issue, and as always, happy collecting! 

Brendan Hogan 

Editor 

  

Cover Picture: Canadian Armour Passing Through Ortona, by Dr. 

Charles Comfort. Shermans of a Canadian Armoured Regiment 

passing through the Piazza Plebiscito in Ortona on their way into action 

on the coastal sector. 

From the 

Editor 
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President’s Message 

The South Western Ontario Figure Club 3rd Annual Show 

by Frank MacKay, Ontario Model Soldier Society Member 

The South Western Ontario Figure Club (SWOFC) held their 

third annual show and competition on September 8th at the 

Holiday Inn, 600 Dixon Road, near the Toronto airport. The 

show was well attended and attracted some of the best 

connoisseur figure painters in Ontario. As a gesture of support, 

the OMSS was proud to sponsor their Best Historical Subject 

category. It was won by Silvestri Alexandre for a mounted 

75mm knight which was simply breathtaking. OMSS members 

Bob Booth and Frank MacKay also won awards. The OMSS 

sends hearty 

congratulations to 

SWOFC on the great 

success of this show, 

best wishes for many 

more, and wishes for 

continued cooperation 

and collaboration 

between our Societies.  

Reminisces of CFB Shilo 

by Bill Wyatt, Ontario Model Soldier Society Member 

A letter in a recent Toy Soldier & Model Figure magazine (issue 

238) told of seeing an impressive diorama of a troop of guns 

crossing a stream during the 1885 Northwest Rebellion. The 

author [Brendan Hogan] had seen it in the RCA Museum while 

on a course at CFB Shilo, Manitoba, which is a half hour east of 

Brandon. 

It stirred up memories of my two summers there while in the Canadian Officer Training Corp: in 1966 

for basic infantry training and again in 1967 for artillery training. Although I also toured the museum, I 

have no memory of the diorama being in existence at that time. I do remember seeing a copy of “In 

Flanders Fields” hand-written by Lt.-Col. John McCrae who served with the Canadian artillery in the 

Great War. 

CFB Shilo in the 1960s was the Royal Canadian School of Artillery, where gunners from new recruits to 

officers were trained. It is here that one finds the memorial to those gunners who died outside of 

periods of war and are remembered by name on a stone monument. Area reserve units used the camp 

for training and we met their officers in the mess. One Major stands out in my mind as he told stories of 

being in the Hitler Youth towards the end of the war and being trained for the army’s final stand. Up to 

Letters to the Editor 
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this summer, I had only met 

veterans of WWII and Korea 

that had fought on our side while 

in the reserves, and so this was 

a bit of a surprise. Yet not as 

much as it would have been if it 

had not already been 

discovered that one of our 

sergeant instructors had been a 

young German officer at the end 

of the war. Credit for this 

knowledge went to a fellow 

officer cadet whose father had 

served in the German navy. To 

complete this post war 

rapprochement, we learned that 

the West German armour often 

trained at Shilo with live fire on 

the ranges. Besides unexploded 

ordinances, they left behind 

Polish Vodka with which we 

became familiar in the mess.  

The camp possessed a jump tower for parachute training. It had a controlled jump of a two-seat 

harness under a parachute that we all had a drop in. With a fear of heights, I found it scary. This 

changed quickly to embarrassment when the small children of one of its operators showed up for their 

promised rides. 

Shilo had one more facility, a large underground bunker looking like a prehistoric barrow. It was to be 

the home of the government of Manitoba in the event of a nuclear war. One wonders if it is still there 

furnished in the technologies of the 1950s and 60s. 

The point of all of this? No point, just the ramblings and memories of an old gunner stirred-up by a 

much younger one.  

    

1885 Northwest Rebellion diorama 

at the RCA Museum in Shilo, MB 
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by Lorne Farr,  

Welcome to the Spring edition of the Ontario Model Soldier Society Journal. 

The initial meetings of the OMSS in 2019 have presented the specialized knowledge of some of our 

members. At our January meeting, Scott Dummitt gave us a presentation on casting model soldiers, 

where Scott cast some model soldiers in front us. Then in February, Keith Ritchie gave us an account 

of the changes in paints and pigments over time that have allowed him to experiment with better 

weathering effects. We have speakers scheduled for the upcoming spring meetings. 

The OMSS continues to require a Program Director. The Program Director coordinates the speakers at 

our meetings. Any member interested in becoming the Program Chairman can contact me or any other 

member of the Executive. 

I repeat 

former 

President 

John 

Hambly’s 

challenge 

from 2018 

for members 

to think 

about 

approaching 

friends who 

may have an 

interest in 

joining the 

OMSS. We 

generally 

have a good 

attendance 

at our monthly meetings but attracting new members would be a good thing for the OMSS. 

The On Parade Show Committee of Scott Dummitt, Jim Qualtrough and Tom Elliot are actively planning 

for our annual show. The show will be held on June 15, 2019 at the Lakeshore campus of Humber 

College. There is more information on the show near the end of the Journal. As a bonus, the William 

Britain Company representatives will be presenting a seminar at the show. I encourage the members to 

consider entering either the competition part of the show or the display part of the show. Last year we 

had many great entries in both parts of the show and we hope this will be continued this year. 

Lorne Farr 

President  

President’s Message 
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Remembering Our 
Fallen 

 
Silvia Pecota  

Mini Mundus Publishing 
Inc. 

2015 
ISBN 978-0-9737098-4-1 

contributed by Bob 

Thompson, Ontario Model 

Soldier Society Member 

This 72-page full colour 

soft cover book is a 

collection of artwork and 

poetry dedicated to the 

Canadian soldier in battle 

and heroic figures from 

Canadian history. The 

contents span 400 years 

of Canadian military 

history from Colonial 

Wars, through the War of 

1812, WW1, WW2, to 

Task Force Afghanistan. 

This is an art book 

combining spectacular 

imagery with original poetic texts. It contains 50+ images with 22 poems, and more than 30 double 

page spreads, each with a unique style. The artwork is an amazing mixed media style – a computer 

meshing of photographs of model re-enactors with original oil paintings, blended into realistic art 

renderings. The author credits the cooperation of 14 regimental museums and 11 re-enactor groups for 

the sourcing of material. 

The author is an award-winning artist and photographer. She was selected by the Canadian Army to 

participate in the Canadian Forces Artist Program, and was embedded with Canadian troops in 

Afghanistan. For the past decade she has focused her work on the “soldier”. Her website includes a 

large collection of Canadian military related prints. 

This unique treasure hits al the right spots with me by combining beautiful artwork, poems of 

remembrance, and Canadian history. It deserves a spot on the bookshelf of every Canadian with an 

interest in Canadian military history. 

I obtained my copy for $20 from the Canadian War Museum Gift Shop. Upon contacting the author in 

Kingston, I was informed that copies of the book can be obtained direct from her at: 

Website: http://silviapecota.com/ 

Email: specota@yahoo.com    

mailto:specota@yahoo.com
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Did you catch it at the local 

picturehouse? They Shall Not Grow Old 

contributed by Bob Thompson, Ontario 

Model Soldier Society Member 

Release Date: December 17, 2018; run 

time: 1hr 39min; a war documentary 

produced by Peter Jackson, for Britain’s 

Imperial War Museum, with support from the 

BBC. 

There’s been quite a bit of ‘buzz’ about 

filmmaker Peter Jackson’s effort to make a 

WW1 movie by ‘colourizing’ original war 

footage. The end result is a spectacular 

technological achievement, with a moving 

narrative. Using state of the art technology, 

original WW1 footage has been digitally 

cleaned up, enhanced, and ‘colourized’. 

(No, it’s not like the ‘colourized’ old movies 

you see on TV … this is a quantum leap 

forward.)  

The film starts out in black and white … 

early on it has a ‘Wizard of Oz moment’ 

when colour appears. Those who have seen 

the recent enhanced colourized 

photographs from the American Civil War 

will understand the visual impact. No longer are the soldiers awkwardly marching jerkily in fading black 

& white, they now look as though it’s a group of today’s re-enactors at a mock battle. It’s shocking to 

see an actual WW1 tank on the battlefield rolling by in full colour.  

The subject matter of the documentary is the story of WW1 told by real allied WW1 veterans (British, 

New Zealanders, Australians, and Canadians). It is a soldiers’ view of the war, not at all about generals, 

battles or campaigns. There is no added non-original film footage throughout the production. There is 

no commentator, no announcer, and really no flowing narrative. All the sounds in the film are either 

actual battlefield sounds, a great musical score, or voice overs of actual veterans speaking. Audio 

recordings gathered from archives, spoken by over 100 veterans in their own words, have been pieced 

together to tell the ‘story’. Some of the veteran’s stories, and some of the video scenes are quite 

graphic and often disturbing.  

Everyone with an interest in WW1, or interest in what a real soldier’s life is like should see this film. 

However, finding a place to see this documentary may be challenging. As of this writing (February 

2019) there is no widespread theatrical release, and no source to purchase a hard copy. Showings 

have been very spotty, limited to specific events, and very restrictive viewings at a few theatres. This 

documentary has been produced in two versions, a regular format and a 3D version.  
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The Keeper 

contributed by Jeff Duncan, Ontario 
Model Soldier Society Member 

Synopsis: The Keeper tells the 
incredible true story of Bert 
Trautmann (David Kross), a German 
soldier and prisoner of war who, 
against a backdrop of British post-
war protest and prejudice, secures 
the position of Goalkeeper at 
Manchester City, and in doing so 
becomes a footballing icon. 

Struggling for acceptance by those 
who dismiss him as the enemy, 
Bert’s love for Margaret (Freya 
Mavor), an Englishwoman, carries 
him through and he wins over even 
his harshest opponents by winning 
the 1956 FA Cup Final, playing on 
with a broken neck to secure victory. 

But fate will soon twist the knife for Bert and Margaret, when their love and loyalty to each other is put 
to the ultimate test. 

Trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jm6Cl9U_iag 

T-34 

contributed by Jeff Duncan, Ontario Model Soldier Society 
Member 

Synopsis: In 1941, Second-Lieutenant Ivushkin who just 
graduated from tank academy and was sent to the war 
zone, is charged with a suicidal mission – with one T-34 
tank and a small crew he must stop a dozen of top-notch 
German tanks from attacking a nearby city. Miraculously, 
he succeeds but gets captured. 

In 1944, Ivushkin is confined in a concentration camp in 
Germany where he has been for all those years. The 
Wehrmacht establishes a new training center for its elite 
armored forces using the latest T-34 as a running target. 
Ivushkin is offered to become the commander who 
operates that T-34 and pick his crew from fellow camp 
prisoners.  

He agrees only because he has a much bigger plan in 
mind – a daring and carefully planned escape that would 
have seemed impossible. Those were the times of 
unforgettable bravery, fierce fighting, unbreakable love, 
and legendary miracles. 

Trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cW2sHxLJhgw  

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jm6Cl9U_iag
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cW2sHxLJhgw
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OMSS Member Profile: 
John Hambly 

by Jim and Eunice Matresky, 
Ontario Model Soldier Society 

Members 

 

John Hambly is currently the 
Past President of the OMSS 
and also served as President 
in 2007. He has been a 
member of our Society for 32 
years and received the 
Society Figure Award in 2012. 

What do you do for a living? 
Family? 

I work full time for Home 
Depot in Cobourg in the 
Millwork Department. I am a 
self-taught cabinet maker and 
have been doing it for almost 
thirty years. It’s not really a 
business because it does not 

pay enough. I do work on the side. I did go to Sheraton College and took furniture design and 
glasswork. I got interested in woodworking when I was young. I made go-carts and so on and had 
some older neighbours and I used to watch them do their work and watch the carpenters who came to 
the house to do work. 

I was born and raised in 
Oshawa and lived much 
of my life in Oshawa. My 
parents had a Coca Cola 
business. I married my 
wife Debbie and decided 
to move out this way to 
Brighton because the 
costs were a bit cheaper. 

I joined the OMSS when I 
was quite young and 
became more active in 
the club when I had more 
time as I got older – went 
to the shows and so on. 

How and when did you 
get started in the hobby? 

Chadwick’s Toy Store Window (cabinet made by John) 

Camp Samac, Oshawa: Boy Scouts on the March 
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I would have to say my 
father got me started in 
the hobby. He had a 
military background and 
military interests and 
when I was little, he took 
me to Fort Henry and I 
went into the gift store 
and I just fell in love with 
the Britain’s “Eyes 
Right” and that was it. 

Is there a special person 
(or persons) who have 
influenced you or taught 
you regarding the 
hobby? 

I would have to say my 
father – when he grew 
up during the Second 
World War, he was 
more exposed to 
soldiers and the military 
so he influenced my 
interest in toy soldiers 
and the military. Then it would have to be Carl McTaggart who brought me into the club through a 

connection in 
the church. He 
introduced 
himself to my 
father and my 
father 
introduced Carl 
to me. Since 
then of course, 
Don (Ritchie) 
and others have 
had a great 
influence. 

What is your 
special interest 
re: model or toy 
soldiers? Do 
you have a 
favourite figure 
or set of 
figures? 

Hudson Bay Cabin 

 

Cabinet corner with Britains figures 
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I like Britains but I 
have a wide 
interest in toy 
soldiers. I like 
Britains, flat, 
modern day 
figures, 
ceremonial, 
civilian, and so on 
– I have a wide 
range of interests. 
I have a couple of 
favourite figures. 
My circus figures 
from Chicago are 
special to me and 
my original figures 
from Fort Henry 
because of my 
childhood 

memories. 

How do you display your figures? Describe your collection. 

A lot of the figures I have are in cabinets that I made or one of the cabinets that my parents gave to me 
as a Christmas gift. It came out of an old drug store. I also display in dioramas, many of which I have 
built for our shows. But they take a lot of space. I display the way I like to display my figures – not 
necessarily historically accurate. 

How many 
figures do you 
have? 

I have about 
6,000 figures. 

Officers playing pool 

Circus diorama 
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If you had one suggestion to make to improve 
the OMSS, what would that be? 

I guess one thing I would like to see, but it may 
be very difficult, is the introduction of more 
young people. I don’t think that is going to 
happen because I don’t think young people 
have an interest these days. I would still like to 
see the younger generation come on stream. 

What advice would you have for a person just 
beginning a model or toy soldier collection? 

Collect what you like and make it what you like. 
A lot of people think I have to collect a certain 
type of figure but collect what you like. Don’t 
think you have to have thousands of figures. 
Start out small and find ways to add to your 
collection as things interest you and find ways 
to make your collection unique. One day I 
wanted to have sand bags for my collection. I 
asked my Mom how I could make sandbags. 
She got the little bags containing gum called 
Yukon Gold or something like that. She filled 
those bags with brown sugar – why brown 
sugar I have no idea. The scale was all wrong 
but I loved it! A friend of my father made me a 
fort and that just thrilled the heck out of me. 
Just have fun – enjoy the hobby. 

In your years of collecting, what is your biggest 
regret – missed opportunity, the one that got 

away, etc.? 

I was at the Chicago 
Show and walked into 
one of the rooms and saw 
a set of 3 ski troopers in 
the box – beautiful. I 
made the mistake of not 
buying it right away – 
went on to other rooms – 
came back and the box 
was gone – somebody 
else bought it. I now have 
a single box one, but not 
the one that got away. 

What do you enjoy most 
about the hobby – e.g., 
painting, casting, 
research, building 
dioramas, buying? 

I enjoy building dioramas 
and the set up and 

London display 

Circus diorama 
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presentation aspect. 
Being a cabinet 
maker, I enjoy 
building the cabinet, 
but the seeing the 
figures in it is 
amazing. 

I would encourage 
everyone to get more 
involved in the club 
because that makes 
everything even more 
enjoyable. Talk to the 
people and draw on 
their expertise and 
that will make the 
hobby that much 
more fun. I would 
encourage people to 
go to the various 
shows because you 
can meet people from 
all over the world who 
share your interests. 

  

Lebelle’s hot air balloon 

John’s desk and hobby centre 
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Operation HUSKY and the Italian 
Campaign Commemorated 75 Years 

On 

by Brendan Hogan, Ontario Model Soldier 

Society Member 

Commemorations of the centenary of the 
1918 Armistice were the focus of many 
Remembrance Day ceremonies this year. 
2018, however, marks another important 
milestone in Canadian military history. 
Seventy-five years ago, Canadian 
soldiers participated in the invasion of 
Sicily and the subsequent liberation of 
Italy. Codenamed Operation HUSKY, the 
invasion of Sicily marked the first major 
foray of Allied forces into Axis controlled 
territory during the Second World War 
and began the long and costly crusade to 
free Europe from the oppression of 
fascism. Besides battling the German Army through the mountains of Sicily and up the “boot” of Italy, 
Allied forces had to endure atrocious battlefield conditions. Between July 1943 and February 1945, 
more than 93,000 Canadians served in Italy. Of this number, more than 26,000 Canadians became 
casualties and nearly 6,000 died.  

To commemorate their 
sacrifices and efforts, a 
group of forty-five 
currently serving and 
retired Gunners from 
across The Royal 
Regiment of Canadian 
Artillery (including yours 
truly), Signallers, and 
Logisticians participated 
in a battlefield tour of 
Canadian battlefields in 
Sicily and Italy. Guided 
by Brigadier-General 
(Retired) Dave 
Patterson, proprietor of 
Fields of Fire Tours, the 
group traced the 
footsteps of the soldiers 
of the 1st Canadian 
Division, the 5th 
Canadian Armoured 
Division, and the I 

Canadian Corps through their battles of the Italian campaign. The battlefields the group visited 
included: Leonforte, Assoro, Agira, Regalbutto, Ortona, and the Liri Valley. Dubbed the “D-Day 
Dodgers” for not participating in the June 1944 battles in Normandy, the extraordinary accomplishments 

View atop Assoro (captured by the Hasty P’s in a surprise 

night attack) looking towards Nissoria and Agira 

The remnants of a Panzerturm (concrete bunker with a tank turret); one 

of the fortifications of the Hitler Line in the Liri Valley, south of Rome 
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and sacrifices of these soldiers has sadly been largely 
forgotten by many Canadians. In contrast, after hearing 
the skirl of the bagpipes and the sombre notes of the 
bugler playing the Last Post, a number of Sicilians and 
Italians introduced themselves to our group and 
expressed their gratitude for the sacrifices made by 
Canadian soldiers to liberate their country. Particularly 
heartwarming for the group was having the opportunity to 
meet Mr. Gino Farnetti-Bragaglia, who was adopted by 

four Canadian 
soldiers in 1944 after 
his parents and 
family were killed in 
the fighting around 
his hometown of 
Torrice. Gino’s story made clear that even amidst the horrors of 
war, humanity, compassion, and selflessness are amongst the 
qualities that have defined the character of the Canadian soldier 
throughout history. 

The driving force behind the tour was Honorary Colonel Steve 
Gregory of The 2nd Field Regiment, Royal Canadian Artillery. He 
has dedicated much time, effort, and money to ensure that the 
Canadian contribution to the Italian campaign is properly 
commemorated. Without his generosity and the financial support 
from the Royal Canadian Artillery Association, the tour would not 
have been possible. To ensure that the sacrifices these soldiers 
made are properly commemorated, the tour group participated in a 
number of informal remembrance ceremonies at Commonwealth 
War Graves Commission cemeteries across Sicily and Italy. Of 
note, The Royal Regiment of Canadian Artillery dedicated a 
memorial to all Canadian Gunners who served in Italy during the 
Second World War at a ceremony in the town of Pontecorvo. This 
town is of great significance to Gunners, since it is near the 

location that one of the largest fire missions of the entire Second World War was fired – involving some 
810 artillery pieces in total. The guns played an instrumental role on the Second World War battlefield, 
and this memorial is a 
timely acknowledgement of 
the importance of the 
Artillery during the Italian 
campaign. The tour 
culminated in the group 
participating in the 
Remembrance Day 
ceremony at Cassino War 
Cemetery alongside 
Canadian Armed Forces 
personnel from the NATO 
Headquarters in Naples. 
The only noise to be heard 
at 11 o’clock came from the 
ringing bells of the nearby 
Benedictine Abbey of Monte Cassino. A far cry from the echo of the guns and crack of rifle and 
machine gun fire heard across Italy seventy-five years ago. Lest we forget.   

Overlooking Canadian landing beach in Sicily 

Main street of Ortona 

The Canadian artillery monument to the Italian campaign in Pontecorvo  
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 Closure of Hornet Hobbies a Crippling Blow to 
Toronto Hobby Community 

 

by Frank MacKay, Ontario Model Soldier Society 
Member 

 

The modeling community in Toronto’s east end suffered 
a staggering blow with the news of the abrupt closure of 
Hornet Hobbies on January 13. In business for about 20 
years, it was a mecca for all hobbyists in the east end 
and carried a full line of the finest paints, weathering 
materials, model kits, figures and even model railroading 
equipment. Owner Dave Browne, a former OMSS 
President, had a keen eye for what modelers need and 
he had a sense for which products could serve multiple 
interests. A renowned figure painter himself and frequent 
medal winner at Chicago, Browne always paid special 
attention to the needs of figure and armour modelers in 
particular. Consignments were always welcome and 
many bargains could always be had. 

Through his generosity, several local modeling clubs 
held their meetings in the basement of his store without charge. A car club and several other loosely-
knit groups including the Southwest Ontario Figure Club are now homeless. 

Browne blames the interminable LRT construction on Eglinton Avenue for cutting of almost all access 
to the store at1563 O’Connor Drive, just off Victoria Park. The construction has been proceeding for a 
year with no end in sight and has already forced the closure of several neighbouring businesses. This, 
combined with the implacable hostility of the former Wynne Liberal government to all businesses, 
meant that Hornet could no longer operate sustainably. 

On January 13, the remaining stock was sold to Wheels and Wings, the last remaining full-service 
hobby shop in Scarborough. Dave Browne will continue to hold his popular modeling clinics from that 
location and may even be offered part time employment there. 

“I would like to thank all my customers for their support over the years. I’m sorry, but in view of all the 
obstacles, we just couldn’t go on”, Dave Brown said.  

With the demise of yet another 
bricks and mortar hobby shop, 
we are now increasingly forced 
online to obtain supplies, or into 
the arms of big box art stores 
like Michael’s who only 
halfheartedly serve our needs 
with limited selections of grossly 
overpriced basic items. A sad 
day for the hobby in Toronto; 
Hornet will be greatly missed 
and fondly remembered. 
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Uniforms of Scottish Cavalry Regiments of the British Army, 1805 – 1904 

contributed by Ian Pearson, Ontario Model Soldier Society Member 

The Scottish Horse – Imperial Yeomanry, 1904 

 

 

 

Lord Kitchener, during the South African War, was approached by the Caledonian Society of 
Johannesburg with an offer to raise a mounted corps of South African Scots. Their name would be The 

Source: Douglas N. Anderson, Scots in Uniform: The Military 
Costume of Scotland's Horse and Foot, page 93 
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Scottish Horse. The ranks filled quickly, and once deployed in the field, quickly got a reputation for the 
quality of men, sound organization, skill at arms and reliability in scouting and guiding during hard 
campaigning. After the war, the Horse was disbanded. However, in 1903, Lord Tullibardine was 
appointed to raise two new regiments of Scottish Horse but on home ground. The old volunteer 
regiments were all categorized as Imperial Yeomanry which included the Scottish Horse. The dress 
was the khaki drab with the South African slouch hat and the blackcock’s feather plume worn by the 
original regiment. At first, the men were armed with the long Lee-Enfield. A cartridge belt of individual 
rounds was worn over the shoulder and a canvas haversack was carried in marching order with a rolled 
blanket or clock on the saddle fan. Saddlery was light and practical. The bridle had a plain snaffle-bit, 
and the saddle was Colonial Pattern. It supported the wallets on the pommel, shoe case and feed bag 
on the near side, and butt rifle bucket on the offside. The rifle was carried in the bucket when mounted. 

 

The Highland Company of Mounted Infantry, 1896 

 

 

Source: Douglas N. Anderson, Scots in Uniform: The Military 
Costume of Scotland's Horse and Foot, page 81 
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The purpose of Mounted Infantry was to enable the man to move farther and faster on outpost and 
reconnoitering duties and patrols. In 1896, a Highland Company of Mounted Infantry composed of 
detachments drawn from The Black Watch., The Seaforth Highlanders, The Gordon and The Argylls 
was formed at Aldershot. The white jacket was soon discarded because it was too hard to keep clean. 
With the drill jacket was worn cord breeches and puttees. Infantry boots without spurs were worn. 
Headdress was the regimental glengarry bonnet. Sergeants sported their distinctive red sashes and 
NCOs stripes were of red cloth. The rifle was the Lee-Metford .303. Cartridges were carried in a 
bandolier and extra ammunition carried in the wallets on the saddles. The bayonet was worn on the buff 
leather waist belt with brass locket clasp. The bucket for the rifle was a shallow leather pocket and the 
rifle was held upright by the rider.  

 

Queen’s Own Royal Glasgow Yeomanry, 1897 

 

 

Source: Douglas N. Anderson, Scots in Uniform: The Military 
Costume of Scotland's Horse and Foot, page 89 
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In August 1849, the Queen, the Prince Consort, and the Prince of Wales were to make a short tour of 
the City of Glasgow. The pouring rain did not interfere with the Glasgow Yeomanry detailed to escort 
the Royal party. Despite the weather, the regiment very much impressed the Queen, and she later 
conferred the honorary distinction of ‘The Queen’s Own Royal Regiment’ in honour of their duty that 
day. The drawing shows the full dress as it finally evolved: the silver Dragoon helmet (the acanthus leaf 
holder supports a cock’ feather plume) and the tunic and breeches worn with gold pouch and waist belt. 
Horse furniture includes a black lambskin shabracque and black hair throat plume. 

 

The Fife Light Horse Volunteers, 1880 

 

 

In May 1859, Lords Lieutenants of counties were given the go-ahead to raise local volunteer corps. 
Men from Fife were eager to raise a cavalry regiment and elected to become Mounted Rifles. In June 
1860, the Fife Mounted Rifle Volunteers were formed. The uniform and appointments were designed to 
be simple and practical with very little difference between officers and men. The regiment chose to 
wear a red tunic with four buttons on a slashed cuff. Pantaloons were blue with red piping and the 

Source: Douglas N. Anderson, Scots in Uniform: The Military 
Costume of Scotland's Horse and Foot, page 73 
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headdress was a black leather helmet with spike on top. Belts, sword slings, and gloves were all brown 
leather. To reduce cost, the saddle was the common riding pattern, and the bridle a plain hunting 
double-bit. The blue saddle cloth, edged red, carried a monogram. The heraldic Thane of Fife was 
adopted as the regimental badge and appeared on the waist belt plate and on the front of the helmet, 
backed by a saltire and star. Until 1896, little changes were adopted with a white horsehair plume 
added to the helmet. Initially, the weapons were old cavalry swords and Artillery Enfield carbines. 
Requests for better equipment were made but met with little success. In 1870, the regiment applied for 
cavalry status, which was granted. Thus, better equipment was obtained. The new title of Fife Light 
Horse Volunteers was granted and the regiment went on to serve in the Great War and the Second 
World War. 

East Lothian Yeomanry Cavalry, 1805 

 

  
Source: Douglas N. Anderson, Scots in Uniform: The Military 

Costume of Scotland's Horse and Foot, page 93 
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Visit to the 2019 South Florida 
Toy Soldier Show 

by Alex Monsour, Ontario Model 
Soldier Society Member 

With the polar vortex bringing frigid 
air into southern Ontario the last 
week of January, I escaped just in 
time to Florida. And I timed the 
winter escape, of course, to attend 
the 25th anniversary of the South 
Florida Toy Soldier (SFTS) Club 
Show in Lake Worth, adjacent to 
Palm Beach. The current location 
of the Scottish Rite Hall is soon to 
be no more as the building is for 
sale and its worn structure 
expected to be torn down. The club 
is looking for a new venue in hopes 
of keeping their show going but its 
heyday is in the past. At one time it 

occupied most wings of the building. This year it was contained to only one section. 

To attract attendees, they have expanded the show to other hobby-oriented toys, but I did count about 
25 vendors still selling model soldiers. Matt Murphy of Hobby Bunker had travelled from Massachusetts 
for the first time in seven years to test the waters. Hand Held Warriors, an importer of model soldiers 
from St Petersburg (Russia not Florida) had come from Kentucky. Creatively, they had set up a wheel 
that one could spin with a minimum purchase to win up to two free soldiers. The balance of vendors 
appeared to be local individuals looking to thin their collections. Walking by the one table with all the 
modern guns for sale on it reminded me I was in Florida. A charity of note was Models for Troops. 
Building model kits has been a tremendous therapy 
tool for helping veterans suffering from PTSD and 
other post combat issues. Their table was there to 
promote and educate about their worthwhile cause 
supporting active and retired members of their 
armed forces.  

I met Frank Burns, the founder and President 
Emeritus of the SFTS Club. A true gentleman, he 
quickly pointed out that the character in MASH was 
not based on him. At the age of eighty, his collection 
of 8000 pieces is contained to the 1933-1945 era 
only. He shared with me that in addition to trying to 
finding a new venue for the event, one of the big 
challenges of putting on the show is the aged club 
members can barely set up the tables. Their current 
president, Mike Skurda, welcomed me as well and 
appeared to be the youngest in the club of 35 
members. They willingly placed our OMSS show brochures on the admission table. When I departed 
only two flyers were left. Clearly there was some interest from the attendees. 

They hope to see the event continue. I do too. I spent 2-1/2 hours walking the aisles, chatting with 
some of the vendors, including two retired engineers who collect, checking out the competition displays 
(mostly military vehicle and science fiction models rather than soldier dioramas) and of course, 
purchasing a few items. It was a good way to start a week of thawing out.  
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 Jim Hillestad’s Toy Soldier Museum 

by Bob Thompson, Ontario Model Soldier Society Member 

Yes, I know there’s been 
dozens of articles about the Toy 
Soldier Museum … but I also 
know there’s far too many 
hobbyists that have NOT gone 
to see it. 

I’m relatively new to the ‘Toy 
Soldier’ hobby (excluding 35 
years of wargaming). There was 
a brief lapse in my toy soldier 
collecting from the mid 1950’s 
to 2010 while I had to grow up, 
go to school, get a job, and 
make enough money to afford 
to buy back the same toys I 
played with in 1958!   

After my re-introduction into the 
hobby I quickly learned that 
there are 3 ‘Holy Grail quests’ 
or ‘pilgrimages’ that every true 
‘Toy Soldier’ enthusiast aspires 
to: 

1) Go to the Chicago Toy Soldier Show 
2) Go to the London toy Soldier Show 
3) Go to Jim Hillestad’s Toy Soldier Museum  

Chicago … been there, done 
that (twice)! 

London … airfare cost how 
much??!! …maybe next year. 

Go to Jim Hillestad’s Toy 
Soldier Museum … well that’s 
why I’m writing this article! 

Fall 2018 … my buddy Dennis 
& I decide Chicago is too far 
this year, but the East Coast 
Show in Hackensack New 
Jersey is within striking range. 
Dennis says we HAVE TO stop 
at the Toy Soldier Museum. 
(Dennis has already been there 
many times.) Off we go on our 
road trip!  

Road Trip Day 1 … Ottawa to 
Pennsylvania … to a motel 
strategically placed close to the 
Toy Soldier Museum.  
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Road Trip Day 2 … Up early, off to the Toy Soldier Museum.  

The day before each big New Jersey Show Jim has an ‘Open House’ at the Toy Soldier Museum. He 
also invites Toy soldier manufacturers and retailers to set up shop in the museum and on the grounds 
to make it into a ‘mini show’. Throughout the day many collectors came and went, and I got a chance to 
meet many interesting collectors. We met up with the group of OMSS Toronto members who were also 
on the same ‘pilgrimage’. 

Description of the Museum 

The Museum itself is housed in a 3,000 
square foot two-storey structure, located in a 
separate building from Jim’s house.  
Located in the Pocono Mountains of 
Pennsylvania, the property is surrounded by 
gardens and trees, with winding paths.  

Ground Floor 

Through the main door we step into the 
foyer, which is the sitting room, with couches 
for lounging. Off to one side is Jim’s 
office/workshop/storeroom. Looking down a 
couple of steps to the main floor there is a 
left aisle and a right aisle leading to the back 
of the building. Both sides of both aisles are 
lined with display cases and/or huge 
dioramas with thousands of toy soldiers, as 
well as numerous uniforms and military 
artifacts. Jim is famous for his dioramas and 
display methods (he wrote a series of 
articles on how to display collections for ‘the 
Standard’ (W. Britains house magazine). 
Cabinets and displays are arranged 
thematically. I could have (and did) spend 
hours just trying to take it all in! 

Second Floor 

Once you’re ‘bored’ with the main floor, you 
have the whole upstairs of the Museum to 

explore. In general, the second floor outside walls are 
lined with rows of very large scenic dioramas. At least 
two of the dioramas must be well over 20 feet long 
each. One entire wall has a series of independent 
dioramas mounted in beautiful cabinetry. Throughout 
the middle portions of the top floor are rows of display 
cabinets, filled with toy soldiers or mini-dioramas. 
Everywhere are uniforms, military artifacts, and free-
standing dioramas. 

Although it is primarily a museum, Jim was offering 
some items for sale. In one display case I saw an ‘Alice 
in Wonderland’ figure collection, but no price tag. Upon 
asking, Jim said he would sell the set, and it was my 
‘deal of the day’. 
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 I cannot say enough 
good things about the 
Museum, or Jim, or his 
wife’s hospitality. 
Spending the day 
talking to collectors, 
eating and drinking, all 
while surrounded by 
‘eye melting’ 
inspirational toy soldier 
exhibits, made for a 
great experience. 

I was sad to leave, but 
we had to drive on to 
find a hotel in 
Hackensack, New 
Jersey … strategically 
placed close to the 
East Coast Toy Soldier 
Show.  

Road Trip Day 3 … up 
early, off to the East 
Coast Toy Soldier 
Show. I know this is an 
article about the Toy Soldier Museum, but permit me a brief indulgence as this was my first time at this 
show. Obviously not as big as the Chicago Show, and only a 1-day experience. Lots of variety and 
smaller dealers with stuff I never even saw in Chicago. Spent lots of money … stayed until the bitter 
end. (Actually Dennis & I were the last customers to leave the hall.) Although we spent all day at the 
show, I was too preoccupied and never took a photo. 

Road Trip Day 4 …leave 
New Jersey, stop at Fort 
Stanwix (New York) … 
got a speeding ticket 
…back to Ottawa. 

All in all, an excellent 
adventure … one that I 
would recommend to all 
Toy Soldier enthusiasts. 

Check out the The Toy 
Soldier Museum website 
at: the-toy-soldier.com 

Call ahead to visit:  570-
629-7227  

  





 



 


