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Greetings!  

First, Iôd like to offer my 

apologies to the members of 

the OMSS for the delay in 

getting this issue published. 

Iôve been away from home for several months and havenôt had the 

opportunity to get it ready for publication until recently. 

Scott Dummitt begins this issue with an overview of this yearôs ON 

PARADE. I wasnôt able to attend the show, but from Scottôs article, it 

sounds like it was another resounding success. A special thanks to 

Scott and his crew of volunteers for putting on a terrific event. Frank 

Barrett has contributed an excellent article on John Tunstillôs 

ñSoldierôs Soldiers,ò and with the gracious permission of Stuart 

Hessney, editor of the Toy Soldier & Model Figure magazine and 

fellow OMSS member, another article on Ducal Models, which was 

previously published in issue 239 of TS&MF magazine. Dave 

Norman has added a bit of family history to this issue by telling the 

story of the Newfoundland Royal Navy Reserve and his grandfather, 

Thomas Wells, at Gallipoli. Gary Lenius had provided several 

photos that were sent to him by fellow OMSS member Dan Tiffin. 

Danôs office is incredible, and Iôm curious to know how he manages 

to get any work done! Ian Pearson has dug deep into his archives to 

find several photos of The Royal Regiment of Canadian Artillery 

from the last century. Scott Dummitt will no doubt give me trouble 

for having more artillery in The Journal, but he will no doubt take 

comfort that Daveôs article on the ñSenior Serviceò appeared first.  

Lastly, my military duties and academic commitments will not permit 

me sufficient time or computer access to work on The Journal for 

some time. If someone is interested in picking up the torch in the 

meantime, that would be appreciated. Otherwise, The Journal will 

be dormant until I am again in a position to work on it, likely in 2021. 

I hope you enjoy this issue, and as always, happy collecting! 

Brendan Hogan 

Editor 

  

Cover Picture: Canadian troops in winter gear from the Lincoln and 

Welland Regiment in Dussen after the Battle of Kapelsche Veer, 

Netherlands, early 1945. This image has been ñcolourizedò from the 

original black and white photo.  

From the 

Editor 
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Presidentôs Message 

Liquid Rules by Mark Miodownik 

contributed by Frank MacKay, Ontario Model 

Soldier Society Member (quoted from 

Delanceyplace.com, ñPaint Is Colored Glue,ò 4 

May 2019, 

https://mailchi.mp/delanceyplace.com/paint-is-

colored-glue-4519?e=bb322436db). 

The secret of oil paint, as mastered by our 

greatest artists: 

ñPaint is effectively a coloured glue. Thus, a 

paintôs job is to turn from a liquid into a solid and 

then stay in place permanently. Different paints 

achieve this in different ways. Watercolour paint 

does it by drying, releasing water into the air 

through evaporation and leaving only the 

pigments on the page. Oil paint is made of oils ï 

usually poppy, nut, or linseed oils. It doesnôt dry. 

Instead, it has another trick up its sleeve: it reacts 

with oxygen in the air. Normally, this type of 

reaction is to be avoided, because oxidation turns 

butter and cooking oils, for example, rancid and 

bitter-tasting. But in the case of oil paint, it is an 

advantage. Oils are composed of long 

hydrocarbon-chain molecules. The oxygen grabs 

a carbon atom from one chain and joins it to 

another through a reaction, in the process opening 

that molecule to further reactions. In other words, 

oxygen acts as a hardener (just as water acts as a hardener in superglue) ï and yes, this is yet another 

polymerization reaction. 

ñThis reaction is extremely useful because it produces a hard, waterproof finish of plastic on the canvas 

(oil painting could more accurately be referred to as plastic painting); itôs incredibly resilient and holds 

up very well with age. The polymerization takes time, though, since oxygen has to diffuse through the 

top, hard layers of paint before it can get to the unreacted oil underneath. This is the downside of oil 

paint ï you have to wait a long time for it to harden. But the great masters of oil painting, like Van Eyck, 

Vermeer, and Titian, used this to their advantage. They overlaid many thin layers of oil paint, which one 

by one chemically reacted with oxygen and hardened, building up a number of layers of 

semitransparent plastic, one on top of another, a complex encasing of many differently coloured 

pigments.  

ñLayering paint gradually like this allows the artist to create wonderfully nuanced work because when 

the light hits the canvas, it doesnôt just bounce off the top layer ï some of it penetrates through to the 

Letters to the Editor 

https://mailchi.mp/delanceyplace.com/paint-is-colored-glue-4519?e=bb322436db
https://mailchi.mp/delanceyplace.com/paint-is-colored-glue-4519?e=bb322436db
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layers below, interacting with the pigments deep in the painting and rebounding as coloured light. Or, 

alternatively, it is fully absorbed by the different layers and thus produces deep blacks. Itôs a 

sophisticated way of controlling colour, luminosity, and texture, which is exactly why the Renaissance 

artists adopted oil paint. Analysis of Titianôs painting Resurrection reveals nine layers of oil paint, all 

working to create complex visual effects. Itôs exactly the intricate expressiveness of oil paint that made 

Renaissance art so sensual and passionate. The effect of layering is so powerful that it has 

transcended its roots in painting with oils and is now incorporated into all professional digital illustration 

tools. If you use Photoshop, or Illustrator, or any other computer graphics tools, youôll be making 

images in layers. 

ñLinseed oil is also used for many applications beyond oil paint, such as treating wood, to create a 

transparent, protective plastic barrier ï just as oil paint does, but this time, without colour. Cricket bats 

are just one of many wooden objects traditionally given an outer coating using linseed oil. You can also 

go whole hog and use linseed oil to make a solid material called linoleum, again through a 

polymerization reaction. Linoleum, a plastic, has been used by designers and interior decorators as a 

waterproof floor covering. Artists use linoleum 

too. They carve images into it just as they do 

with woodcuts, to create prints. Here again, 

layers are the primary way of building up 

complexity in the final work.ò 

Ducal Miniatures 

contributed by Bill Wyatt, Ontario Model 

Soldier Society Member 

This year Dr. Frank Barrett had an article on 

Jack and Thelma Duke published in issue 239 

of the Toy Soldier & Model Figure magazine. It 

made me think of the one-page argument for 

buying Ducal figures that I found in my 

cousinôs toy soldier papers. I have reproduced 

the page below. In it, you get a sense of how 

the quality of the Ducal figures persuaded, or 

seduced, him to begin a series of monthly 

orders to Jack that would continue for the next 

three years until he died (Editor: some minor 

corrections have been made to make 

submission simpler to read). 

Ducal Miniatures 14 September 1994 

ON THE PLUS SIDE 

1. Britainôs scale and workmanship 

2. Information available on models and in catalogue not available to me (e.g. Regimental Colours) 

3. Positions, ranks and uniforms available, that Britainôs didnôt produce (e.g. RSM) 

4. Moral builder 
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ON THE MINUS SIDE 

1. Cost! Exchange and import charges plus VAT and GST and postage = $100.00/6 or about $17 

per miniature!! Fast approaching the cost per unit of a used, Britainôs original. (A later note here 

said ñhasnôt turned out soò- ed.) 

2. However, if I were to 

order a corresponding 

ñpirateò (from Edward 

Luczko in the U.S.A. -

ed) (U.S. exchange 

and GST) and 

research and paint on 

my own time (@ 

$12.00 an hour), the 

cost per unit could be 

valued at between 

$30.00 and $100.00!! 

3. Therefore, Ducal 

orders cost money, but 

save time and add 

accuracy to my 

collection, as well as 

previously unavailable 

models (e.g. R.N. 

colour party) 

4. Keep in mind that additional purchasing will cut into  

(a) The budget available 

(b) Field force purchases (Britainôs ñpiratesò) 

(c) Military equipment acquisition and therefore, directly influence military obligations in 

Europe and overseas, by reducing potential forces available. (fewer men to óplayô 

with -ed) 

Is it all worth it? Pluses outweigh the minuses but not by much!! 

COST ANALYSIS 

1. 40ôs and 50ôs and early 60ôs -only lead soldiers available @ between $.05 and $.25 per unit: 

boxes sold for $1.25 to $15.00. 

2. 60ôs ï only plastic soldiers available but at an increased cost. 

3. 70ôs and 80ôs - plastic soldiers dying out but Britainôs pirates appear and so a revival of small 

lead soldier companies. Costs escalate to 100x the 40ôs and 50ôs 

4. 90ôs ï only lead soldiers available from out of country. Costs are now 3x the 70ôs and 80ôs or 

3000% over the 1940ôs.  

Colour party of the Royal Sussex Regiment by Ducal 
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by Lorne Farr, Ontario Model Soldier Society President 

Welcome to Fall edition of the Ontario Model Soldier Society The Journal. 

The OMSS highlight of the year was the annual On Parade show held on June 15, 2019. The show was 

again held at Humber College in Toronto, which allowed out of town members to rent the Collegeôs 

accommodations and be near the show. The OMSS was fortunate to have Ericka and Ken Osen of 

Britains attend the show. Ken gave us a presentation on why the redcoats are red. Both the vendors 

and the customers looked pleased with the show. The day ended with a meet and greet dinner 

attended by about 30 of the club members. A big thanks to Scott Dummitt who organized the show and 

to the many volunteers who helped with the show. 

During the fall, we have continued to have presentations at our monthly meetings by OMSS members 

and outside speakers. Guy Elliot has also given us many interesting presentations. We just had the 

always popular auction at the November meeting. 

As this article will be published in December at the end of my term, I would like to thank all of the 

OMSS Executive for their help in 2019. Arranging the content of the monthly meetings is a group effort. 

I hope all the members have an enjoyable holiday season and Happy New Year.  

The OMSS President for 2020 will be Keith Ritchie. 

Lorne Farr 

President 

  

Presidentôs Message 
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ON PARADE 2019 Reviewed  
 

by Scott J. Dummitt, 

Ontario Model Soldier 

Society Member 

The Ontario Model Soldier 

Societyôs 57th Annual 

Show and Competition, 

ñON PARADE 2019ò, was 

once again held in the 

Gymnasium of Humber 

College (Lakeshore 

Campus) on the 15th of 

July. The general 

response was this was 

one of our best shows yet. 

With our move to Humber 

the event has become a 

weekend celebration.  

Mike Chrus was kind 

enough to show up at Humber on the Friday morning to watch for our tables. If you remember last year 

they didnôt show up until 4:15 pm, not leaving us a lot of time on the Friday for set-up. This year we 

asked for the tables to be at the college early, and according to Mike they were as they were being 

unloaded at 7:40 am when he arrived. Much of our volunteer work crew was at the college by 10:30 am 

and we started setting up the room before noon. Once again there were some minor hiccups as we had 

asked Humber for 40 eight-foot tables and what we got was 35 (5 of 

the 40 were damaged beyond use) five-foot tables. We had a 

Humber representative with us this year and Megan was able to get 

us some six-foot tables which we used for the exhibitors, childrenôs 

ñpaint-your-own-toy soldierò and administration tables. We cut down 

on the length of one of the vendor rows this year to leave more room 

for people to get around but still had 46 vendor tables with a wide 

assortment of wares and some wonderful bargains. 

With Friday set-up over at 5:30 pm, many of the attendees and 

vendors that were staying over for the weekend relaxed until we met 

up to head for the Albatros Pub for supper. We originally had told the 

manager that we would probably have 15 people with us, by the end 

of the count we arrived with 23 people and everyone had a good 

time. The Albartrosôs dinner menu was a mix of a Polish/Canadian 

foods and everyone found something to enjoy. We will definitely keep 

it in mind for the 2020 show. With supper and drinks over many of 

the revellers returned to the Humber dormitory area where we were 

staying to open up for Room Trading. Unfortunately, due to college 

rules, only those that are staying over in accommodations are 

allowed on the upper floor for Room Trading; however, you can also 

1/6th RAF and British Army Dispatch Riders 

Lorne Farr presents the ñBest of 

Showò award to John Cairns for his 

ñLast Stand in Berlinò diorama  
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participate if someone who is staying over brings you in as a guest. This part of our show is still growing 

as there were only a few Room Traders, however sales were brisk and most of the evening was spent 

socializing. This year the club was allotted 15 rooms for guests and some of our members were able to 

book extra rooms through Expedia.com. Next year we will ask for a block of 20. Staying over at Humber 

is becoming a great way of socializing with members from out of town and is very affordable.  

Saturday, we opened for early morning vendor set-up at approximately 7:45 am. Tighter control on the 

dock door ensured that only vendors 

were coming in and that things 

proceeded efficiently. ñEarly Birdò 

admission started at 9 am at an 

additional cost of $5.00 and General 

admission started at 10 am. With the 

increase in vendor tables over the 

last two years we have taken in more 

revenue to cover the cost of the 

venue and give buyers a greater 

variety of items to purchase. In 

addition to toy soldiers and related 

items, we had ñD-Day Wearò run by 

Joe Wilson join us this year. Joeôs 

wares included high-quality t-shirts, 

golf shirts, sweatshirts and hats 

featuring military-themed logos. It 

was very popular and Joe gives a portion of his profits to veteran charities.  

Our Lieutenant-General Sir Arthur Currie figure by William Britain Limited arrived just in time for club 

members to purchase their figures at the special Club price. Jeff Duncan looked after them at the Club 

Scott Dummittôs Black Watch 

Sergeant-Major 

Lance Darlowôs ñSergeant 

Gundamò 

Ian Pearsonôs ñWWII 

Paratroopersò 

US Civil War Skirmish Diorama 
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Table which he 

generously 

manages each 

year. Once again, 

our solid team of 

show volunteers 

performed 

outstandingly. They 

took turns 

managing Security, 

set-up, clean-up, 

loading ramp duties 

and admission. A 

Big thanks to all 

involved.  

Roger and Jan 

Garfield and Janôs 

Sister Judy, were 

present to answer 

questions regarding 

their world-famous toy soldier show, the Chicago Toy Soldier Show, and both Guy Elliott and Jim 

Matresky had large displays out for people to admire and comment on. We have been most fortunate 

the last four years to have William Britain Limitedôs Ken and 

Ericka Osen make the trek north and put up a major display 

from the Worldôs oldest continuous toy soldier company. Ken 

hosted a morning and afternoon seminar on ñThe Redcoat in 

Popular Culture,ò while Ericka took questions from show 

attendees at the Britain tables. Britains also sponsored the 

kids ñPaint Your Own Toy Soldier Tableò and donated over a 

Jeff Duncan mans the OMSS club table 

while Bob Thompson makes a purchase 

David Gauthier talks to Ron 

Peraziana at Scott Dummittôs table 

Guy Elliot manning his table 
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dozen articles for door prizes at the after show ñMeet & Greetò. 

Many of our members do not realize how lucky we are to have 

Britains attend our show. We are one of maybe four-yearly 

appearances for them and the only stop in Canada. We were also 

once again joined by members of a Hamilton with help from Ron 

Peraziana who not only collects but is a wargamer himself.  

This year we had two large 1/6th scale displays, one depicting 

Canadian Troops landing at Juno Beach on D-Day including a 

Staghound and Higgins boat, made by Andrew Laschuk, the other 

consisted of 1/6th weapons and Motorcycles, along with their 

drivers. This featured bikes that you cannot commonly purchase, as 

well as many unique weapons, and were made using a 3D printer 

and then assembled and painted. This was all done by one or our 

Ottawa chapter members, Juan Lopez.  

A few things of note, this year we had a greater number of out of 

Province attendees come to our show. I chatted with people from 

Buffalo NY, 

Rochester NY, 

Ottawa, 

Yorktown VA, 

Montreal, and 

Regina. We did see a few less people from the 

GTA area attend. Itôs up to our vendors to get the 

word out about our show. We already have 

several 

club 

members 

who are 

not 

vendors, 

putting the word out, but I think that if more people put the effort 

in, and not only talked about it being a collectorôs show, but 

family orientated as well, we can get the numbers up. With 

rising prices for renting facilities, we need to increase 

attendance. We have held steady the last few years with 

competition pieces, but we saw fewer display pieces this year. It 

is our time to shine when we hold the show so please once 

again consider putting something out, even if itôs only one piece.  

Our after show ñMeet & Greetò was very well attended this year. 

In fact, we sold out of tickets (based on the meals we order) and 

had 34 people attend. The food is good, the bar prices are 

reasonable and everyone seems to have a good time. Some of 

us, not mentioning names, even dressed for the occasion. We 

already had 9 door prizes for the evening, from William Britain 

Ltd, John Jenkins Designs and Thomas Gunn Miniatures, when 

Lorne Farr presents the ñClubôs 

Choiceò award to John Hambly for his 

Mignot display 

Scott Dummitt with Ken and Ericka 

Osen at the meet and greet 

OMSS judges busy at work 
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Ken Osen gave the OMSS another half dozen or more items to 

be drawn for. Basically, the attendees had a 50/50 chance of 

going home with something. Once again several of our 

attendees closed out the bar at the event and some even 

ventured out to continue the revelry.  

The show has done well since we moved to Humber College 

and while we plan to continue to hold the show there, we will be 

moving the main event venue to another part of the campus in 

2020. As in 2018, there was once again some damage to the 

floor, despite the efforts of the show committee to minimize any 

chance of damage. The new venue will be smaller; however, 

there are some additional rooms that we can expand into. We 

will still have the accommodations and hope to continue with the 

ñMeet and Greetò. Humber has been a good move for us and we 

feel that if we can work with the new venue area, we can stay 

with it for many years.

John Hamblyôs award-winning Mignot 

display 

OMSS members Stuart Hessney and 

Don Ritchie enjoying the show 
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Andy Traverseôs ñBritish Base Camp 

Zululand 1879ò 

David Gauthier and a colleague busy 

running the Toy Soldiers Club table 
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Soldierôs Soldiers 

by Frank Barrett, Ontario Model Soldier Society Member 

When Britains was forced by legislation in 1967 to stop 

making lead soldiers for children there grew a demand from 

adult collectors for 54mm lead figures painted in gloss. The 

three major manufacturers who filled the demand were the 

Blenheim and Marlborough labels made by Frank and Jan 

Scroby, Ducal Military Figures by Jack and Thelma Duke, 

and Soldierôs Soldiers by John Tunstill. Also, on a more 

limited scale were Nostalgia by Shamus Wade and 

Steadfast by Bob Prati. Currently, only Tunstill and Prati 

are still selling figures. The Scrobys, the 

Dukes and Shamus Wade are now dead. 

This article is about the very large range of 

Soldierôs Soldiers. John Tunstill focused on 

figures of the British Army from 1880 to 

1914. He opened a shop in Lambeth near 

the Imperial War Museum in London. The 

shop was opened from approximately June 

1973 until 1986. This is where I first met 

John and became aware of his wonderful range of soldiers. The original military figures were sculptured 

by the talented Andrew Rose and I have 230 unpainted figures covering every conceivable variation of 

the British Army uniforms from 1880 to 1914 (fig.1). Two of the things that set the Soldierôs Soldiers 

range apart from its competitors were the box 

presentations. First, in the inner liner of the box 

was a street scene lined with a picture of civilians 

along the parade route (fig.2). Secondly, like 

Britains had previously done, the lid of Tunstillôs 

boxes had a meaningful design of the contents 

inside. Examples of the various designs are: 

Types of the Line Infantry, Field Service Cap 

1880-1914; Types of the Line Infantry, Home 

Service Helmet 1880-1914; Types of Fusilier 

Regts. 1880-1914; Types of the Scottish Regts. 

1880-1914; Types of the Corps 1880-1914; 

Types of the Royal Navy 1880-1914 etc. (fig. 3). 

As for the actual figures Tunstill noted that his list 

of figures for the British army was the largest 

Figure 1 

Figure 2 

Figure 3 
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selection that had ever been offered by any manufacturer at any time in the history of model soldiers. 

As noted in my collection I have a large number of detailed figures. Tunstill was able to achieve such a 

large variation by offering his soldiers in: Parade Order-waist belt; Guard Order-waist belt pouch and 

gaiters; Skeleton Order-full 

Slade Wallace equipment 

pouches and gaiters; 

Marching Order-full 

equipment, pack, haversack, 

water bottle, and blanket roll 

and officers in Foreign 

Service Helmet. See the five 

figures in fig.4 in that order 

from left to right.  

One of the most impressive castings that John did were the seated military bands in the uniforms of the 

Home Service Helmets or Rifle Regiment Busbys. These figures had a full range of instruments along 

with music stands with regimental cloths facing the audience. For me it brought back memories of the 

late `1960ôs early 1970ôs. At that time as a professor I was spending long periods in London doing 

research at the Wellcome Institute on the History of Medicine. In those Halcion Days, there were 

military band concerts all over the parks of London. Alas, those concerts have gone the way of so many 

enjoyable things in the capital. In my collection, I assembled and painted a band of 29 musicians of a 

rifle regiment (fig. 5). [My father was in the Queenôs Own Rifles of Canada and was a D-Day veteran; 

my band is 

my tribute 

to him and 

his 

comrades 

of Juno 

Beach June 

6 1944]. 

However, 

unlike the 

large range 

of Ducal 

mounted 

figures to 

the best of 

my 

knowledge Soldierôs Soldiers never produced any mounted figures. I was so impressed with the 

Tunstill-/Rose figures that I became a Canadian agent calling my company Agincourt Barracks (fig. 6). 

Agincourt is a suburb of Toronto where I live. My plan was to sell the figures at my local club meeting of 

the Ontario Model Soldier Society. Although I did sell box sets at the club, I was a poor businessman 

because I liked the figures so much that I kept many of the sets as is evident from the images shown in 

this article. 

Figure 4 

Figure 5 
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In 1986 John closed the shop in London 

and moved to Italy where he became a 

real estate dealer in Umbria. When in Italy 

a local Count commissioned Tunstill to 

produce a wide range of figures. While 

writing this article John surprised me by 

sending photos of 17 sets of Canadian 

regiments. I was stunned! Here I was in 

Canada, a member of the Ontario Model 

Soldier Society for nearly half a century, 

and had neither owned nor even seen 

these figures (fig. 7). The majority of the 

Canadian sets were Scottish regiments. 

However, he had more surprises for me 

when he sent his master list of figures 

produced. It contained regiments from 

Australia, Austria, Belgium, Denmark, 

Germany, Gibraltar, Hungary. Montenegro, 

Netherlands, Spain, United States, 

Uruguay and the list goes on and on. 

There are 375 categories in the master list 

with several sub-categories. So, from this 

information, it is clear that John Tunstill 

has been a major manufacturer of 54mm 

model soldiers. It is only recently that he 

has returned to England and now lives in 

Rugby. However, in retrospect, the fact 

remains that John Tunstill was one of the 

major producers of 54 mm model soldiers 

Figure 6 

Figure 7a: The Toronto Scottish Regiment (Queen Elizabeth 

The Queen Motherôs Own) 
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in the late 20th century. His contribution 

has been outstanding and collectors of 

54mm model soldiers will be ever 

grateful.  

As for his primary sculptor Andrew 

Rose, he continued to produce splendid 

figures with eight in a box under the 

Bastion label for several years. Of 

particular interest, he produced several 

boxes to represent the naval 

detachments sent to relieve the 

embassies during the Boxer Rebellion (1899-1891) in Peiping (Beijing). In this series, in my collection, I 

have the naval troops of England, France, Germany, Austro-Hungary, and Russia. Another interesting 

set is a British 

Sapper work 

party with 

soldiers who 

carry a shovel, 

an axe, a pick, or 

a 

sledgehammer. 

Also, two 

sappers carry a 

log and one has 

a rifle plus an officer. However, as of the writing of this article, the name Bastion Models is not to be 

found among the list of British manufacturers of toy or model soldiers so it would appear that he is no 

longer making nor selling figures.  

About the 

writer: Dr. 

Frank 

Barrett 

has been 

a member 

of the 

Ontario 

Model 

Soldier 

Society 

since 1970. His large collection focusses on the British and Colonial Armies from the 1880ôs up to the 

First World War. A retired professor his collection consists of Bastion, Britains, both lead and Eyes 

Right, Ducal, a wide range cast and painted by the Canadian, Gord Dumbleton, Marlborough, Mignot, 

Soldierôs Soldiers, Steadfast and other figures he has cast and painted at his own workshop. 

Acknowledgments: John Tunstill founder and proprietor of SOLDIERôS SOLDIERS.  

Figure 7b: Princess Patriciaôs Canadian Light Infantry 

Figure 7c: Governor Generalôs Foot Guards Corps of Drums 

Figure 7d: 48th Highlanders of Canada 
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The Newfoundland Royal Navy Reserve 

contributed by Dave Norman, Ontario Model 
Soldier Society Member 

Sailors from Newfoundland and Labrador served in 
almost every flotilla and squadron of the Royal 
Navy during the First World War.  

They fought in the waters off Turkey, France, and 
the United Kingdom. They patrolled the North Sea, 
they guarded North Americaôs coastlines, and they 
engaged in combat with Germanyôs U-boats and 
battleships. 

They were the men of the Newfoundland Royal 
Naval Reserve, and they served with such 
distinction and skill that they became known as the 
best small boat men in the world. Many of them 
were outport fishermen. They were used to 
working in the rough waters of the North Atlantic 
and they could handle almost any kind of ship, 
from the small dories and punts that fished in 
inshore waters to the larger schooners and decked 
vessels that sailed to the Grand Banks and the 
Labrador coast. They were equally at home on the 
powerful steamers that braved the North Atlantic 
ice floes every spring to hunt seals. 

Britainôs Royal Navy recognized just how much 
Newfoundland and Labradorôs seafarers had to 
offer. It decided to recruit volunteers into a reserve 
force - a pool of well-trained sailors it could call 
upon in the event of war. 

Reserve Commander Anthony MacDermott was 
impressed by the quality of the recruits: ñThe Newfoundlanders took to naval life and routine like ducks 
to water. These men, hitherto quite unaccustomed to discipline of any kind, never gave the smallest 
trouble to their officers. Their conduct was uniformly exemplary, punishments were practically unknown, 
and every order was carried out with cheerful alacrity and seamanlike intelligence. Even in the matter of 
cleanliness and deportment, they could compare with the best. I may say, indeed, that there were no 
smarter-looking men in the whole Service.ò  

The Royal Naval Reserve taught volunteers how to use rifles and heavy guns, how to handle 
ammunition, respond to shipboard emergencies, and carry out a wide range of naval practices. 

Sailors were the first people from Newfoundland and Labrador to see active service during the First 
World War. One month after hostilities broke out, 106 Newfoundland reservists were assigned to the 
Canadian Navyôs HMCS Niobe. They searched the Strait of Belle Isle for German cruisers and spent 10 
months patrolling the waters around New York and Boston. After the Niobeôs boilers gave out in July 
1915, the vessel was decommissioned and the Newfoundlanders were sent to Britain for reassignment. 

Unlike the men of the First Newfoundland Regiment, who remained with their unit, reservists were 
dispersed throughout the Royal Navy. As a result, it is difficult to track their stories or to link their 
actions to specific battles and events. 

Thomas Wells, Newfoundland Royal 
Navy Reserve, HMS Cornwallis, 1915 
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They served on minesweeping trawlers near the British Isles and on armed merchant vessels, travelling 
to such places as India, Africa, South America, and Australia. Newfoundlanders and Labradorians 
served as gunners and deckhands, they landed ground troops in warzones, and they shipped 
desperately needed food and equipment to Allied ports. 

They also 
served on Q-
boats - heavily 
armed naval 
vessels that 
were 
disguised to 
look like 
simple 
merchant 
ships or 
fishing boats. 
A Q-boatôs job 
was to lure 
enemy 
submarines 
close enough 
to be fired 
upon. Of the 
16 
Newfoundland 
reservists who 
are known to 
have served 
on Q-Boats in 
foreign 
waters, only one died. Seaman John Joseph Power was killed on March 29, 1917 when his vessel 
collided with the SS Tainu off the Isle of Wight. He was 18 years old. 

Many Newfoundland reservists also served with the Royal Navyôs 10th Cruiser Squadron. The unit 
formed at the start of the war to patrol the North Sea and the waters between the British Isles and 
Iceland. Its goals were to cut Germany off from overseas trade and to prevent its warships from 
entering the Atlantic Ocean. 

It was a dangerous patrol, marked by rough waters, heavy fog, and frequent gales. Enemy mines and 
torpedoes were other threats. The squadron suffered heavy losses. In mid-January, 1915, HMS Viknor 
sank near Scotlandôs northwest coast. All hands were killed. Early reports stated that 24 
Newfoundlanders had died, but that number was later raised to 25. 

About three weeks later, the armed merchant cruiser Clan McNaughton sank while patrolling the waters 
off Irelandôs north coast. It was widely believed to have gone down in a heavy gale that struck the area 
on February 3. Among the dead were 22 Newfoundland reservists. Eleven more died on March 11, 
1915 after a German U-boat torpedoed and sank HMS Bayano. 

At around the same time, other Newfoundland reservists were fighting in the Mediterranean, near the 
Gallipoli Peninsula. The Allied Powers wanted to seize control of the peninsula from enemy forces, so 
they launched a series of naval and ground attacks in 1915. On April 25, they deployed thousands of 
soldiers to the area. They came by sea and it was the navyôs job to ferry the men to the tip of the 
peninsula. 

Royal Navy battleship HMS Cornwallis fires a 

broadside salvo during the Battle of Sulva Bay 
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Newfoundland reservist Thomas Wells of James Cove, Bonavista Bay, was one of the sailors who 
brought the soldiers to shore. As they approached land, the men encountered a devastating barrage of 
enemy fire. 

ñBy this time there were only two of us left at the oars, the remainder were lying in the bottom of the 
boat, either dead or wounded, some of them dressing the others wounds,ò Wells wrote for The Veteran 
magazine in 1936. ñAn officer on shore shouted to us to jump overboard and swim for it. Both of us 
jumped out and tried to swim to the hopper, but we found our packs too heavy, and returned to our 
boat. We hung on to the lifelines for a few minutes, as we could not get into her, she was so high out of 
water. While hanging on the lines my mate got hit, a bullet running under his shirt and across his 
shoulders, cutting into his shoulder-blade. We were under a very heavy fire, and we knew we couldnôt 
hold on much longer. The boat was riddled and filling with water. We got rid of our packs and swam for 
the hopper, just in time, as a shell blew our boat to pieces.ò  

My Grandfather Thomas Wells was a Cornwallis crew member who as an oarsman, participated in the 
attempted landing of Allied Troops on the beach. The HMS Cornwallis survived Gallipoli but was sunk 
on Jan. 9 1917 by a U-boat torpedo 60 miles south east of Malta. The crew including Tom Wells mostly 
survived but floated around in the water for about nine hours before being rescued. Tom was wounded 
by shrapnel but recovered to fight again until the end of the war. 

When the war had entered its final stages. The Allied Forces had launched their Hundred Days Attack, 
which ended in victory on November 11, 1918, when Germany signed the Armistice and fighting ended. 
It was finally time for the men of the Newfoundland Royal Naval Reserve to go home. More than 1,900 
volunteers had served in the war and 192 had died. At the close of the war, every man of the Reserve 
had completed his agreed period of service, and took his discharge, so the famous Corps was 
automatically disbanded and ceased to exist.  

  



 

 

2
1
 

Ducal Traditional Toy Soldiers 

by Frank Barrett, Ontario Model Soldier 
Society Members (article and images 

previously published in TS&MF magazine 
issue 239) 

I first met Jack and Thelma Duke in 1979 at 
the Bloomsbury Postcard Fair in London. At 
that time, they were leading dealers in British 
military postcards. I had developed a hobby of 
casting in lead and painting 54-mm model 
soldiers. As I result, I went to the fair to search 
for reference material on uniforms of the British 
Army before World War I in the days of the 
scarlet tunic and various colorful headdresses. 

The Dukes introduced me to the ñHistory and 
Traditionsò postcards published by Gale and 
Polden. This series covered every regiment 
and corps in the British Army. The principal 
artist of the 117-card set was Ernest Ibbetson. 
My collection of military uniform art cards by 
Harry Payne, Edgar Holloway, John McNeill, 
Richard Simkin, Arthur Chidley and, of course, 
Ibbetson gradually developed. However, 
Thelma said, ñFrank, I have 100 collectors who 
want the same cards that you want.ò It was around this same time that Jack began realizing the 

difficulty of continuing to acquire quality 
postcards, which was his primary source of 
income. He started thinking about producing 54-
mm metal toy soldiers painted in traditional gloss. 
As a manufacturer operating under the brand 
name Ducal Models, Jack could control the 
quantity produced and thus improve his revenue.  

Jack was born in Edinburgh, Scotland. His father 
had served in the Territorial Army. As a lad, Jack 
wanted to be a drummer boy in the Black Watch. 
Alas, that was not to be. But he did become a boy 
soldier, apprenticed as a welder and served in the 
British Army for 24 years. Jackôs Army service 
had an important impact on his knowledge of 

things military 
and it helps 
explain his 
excellence as 
a toy soldier 
maker. He 
had for a few 
years hand-
cast model 

Dr. Frank Barrett (left) with Thelma and Jack Duke during 
his book launch at the Bloomsbury Postcard Fair in 

London in November 2008 

Kingôs Troop, Royal Horse Artillery, ready to fire a salute 

Officers in various headdress: (from left) the South Wales Borderers, Kingôs Royal 
Rifle Corps, Kingôs Own Royal Regiment (Lancaster), and Royal Berkshire Regiment 
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soldiers. But during that period, 
postcards were still the Dukesô primary 
source of income. 

I first visited Thelma and Jack at home 
when they resided along Weavills 
Road in Eastleigh, Hampshire, which 
is not too distant from Southampton in 
England. Due to a back injury suffered 
in the military, Jack was able to get a 
grant from the Ministry of Defence to 
purchase an industrial casting 
machine. It allowed him to produce 
figures of a professional quality and in 
large numbers. Jack installed the 
casting machine in their backyard 

garden shed and named it Fort Ducal. Collectors from all over the world would become familiar with 
Fort Ducal, not realizing it was just a garden shed! 

Of course, painters were required to produce quality figures. Jack said he advertised locally, but 
stipulated women painters couldnôt have young children at home. Also, Ducalôs painters were given 
only a few specific regiments to do so they would get to know each one in detail. Thelma took care of 
the administrative and paperwork side of the business.  

Ducal produced a wide range of mounted military figures. Examples of the makerôs impressive drum 
horses in my collection represent the Royal Scots Dragoon Guards, 13th Duke of Connaughtôs Own 

Lancers of 
the Pakistan 
Army, 16th 
The Queenôs 
Lancers and 
The Queenôs 
Own 
Hussars. 
Interestingly, 
Jack did not 
cast the 
horses. 

Drum horses: (from left) Royal Scots Dragoon Guards, 
13th Duke of Connaughtôs Own Lancers, 16th The 
Queenôs Lancers, and The Queenôs Own Hussars 

Clowning around with figures from the 
Ducal circus series 

Selection of present-day Irish pipers 

Ducal mounted figures: (from left) Life Guards, Blues and 
Royals, Welsh Guards, and Lancashire Fusiliers (20th Foot) 
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Instead he made a business agreement with Britains to supply 500 zinc horses at a time, which he then 
turned into magnificent steeds. A great idea Jack had was to produce mounted officers wearing varied 
headgear such as forage caps, field caps, bearskins, fusilier headdress and busbies. This enabled 
collectors to display officers on horseback with their different regiments of toy soldiers on foot. For 
example, I have mounted officers of the South Wales Borderers, Kingôs Royal Rifle Corps, Kingôs Own 
Royal Regiment (Lancaster); Royal Berkshire Regiment, Life Guards, Blues and Royals, Welsh 
Guards, and Lancashire Fusiliers (20th Foot). 

In 2008, I commissioned a mounted 
officer of the Coldstream Guards 
wearing a greatcoat. Talented Jack 
had no difficulty in making one. Ducal 
produced a magnificent range of 
mounted figures consisting of all the 
cavalry regiments in the British Army. 
Jack would also create Yeomanry 
regiments on commission. 

Ducal offered boxed sets of either six 
or 12 figures on foot. For example, I 
have a six-piece Royal Sussex 
Regiment colour party. Jack loved 
bands as underscored by my 12-
piece Royal Scots sets representing 
both its Pipes and Drums and 
Regimental Band. Ducal offered 
larger band sets too. Ducalôs output included military forces from beyond Britain, civilian themes and 

even a circus 
series. 
Ironically, the 
last time I saw 
Jack and 
Thelma was 
Nov. 23, 2008, 
at the 
Bloomsbury 
Postcard Fair, 
where I had 
first met them 
29 years 
earlier. Only 
now the Dukes 
were the 
visitors and I 
was the dealer. 

Ducal Victorian flower sellers 

Truncheon party of the 2nd 
Gurkhas 
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The occasion was 
the U.K. launch of 
my book ñErnest 
Ibbetson Military 
Artist & Adventure 
Story Illustrator.ò 

Jack had suffered 
a heart attack in 
2007, so he 
began searching 
for a buyer to 
carry on with 
Ducal Models. 
Unfortunately, no 
one came 
forward. In 2009, 
he suffered a 
second heart 
attack. The Dukes 
stopped 
production, closed 
the shop they had 

in Southampton, donated remaining stock to charities and retired. They moved to Woodlands, a nearby 
rural community. At that point, I lost contact with Jack and Thelma. Despite my attempts to make 
contact through the British Model Soldier Society, they seemed to have disappeared off the map. 

Coldstream Guards colonels in parade 
dress and greatcoat on horseback 

Ducal portrayal of men from the Black 
Watch enjoying a Highland Fling 
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Fearing the worst due to the silence, on a hunch I sent an e-mail to the online Eastleigh News inquiring 
whether any information could be found in its obituary files. Staff member Stephen Slominski confirmed 
that Thelma died Oct. 28, 2015, at age 79. Jack was not mentioned in the announcement. However, 
Stephen also found that Jack was living with Thelma at an address on Woodlands Road in 2012. The 
address indicated it was a nursing or care home. So, sadly it would appear that Jack might have died 
between 2012 and 2015. 

Jack and Thelma Duke were major producers of painted metal toy soldiers in the last decades of the 
20th century and early part of the 21st century. Although I could not find production numbers, given the 
number of Ducal Models figures I have in my collection and others that Iôm aware of, the Dukes must 
have produced thousands. Ducal figures were collected worldwide for their excellence and they are a 
joy to behold. This article is a tribute to Jack and Thelma Dukeôs achievement. 

Acknowledgements: Thanks for help with my research to TS&MF Editor Stuart A. Hessney, who shared 
a profile of Jack and Thelma Duke written by Eli Gage and published in issue 100 in 2006; and Stephen 
Slominski of the Eastleigh News. 

 

  

Royal Scots Pipes and Drums and Regimental 
Band by Ducal 
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Dan Tiffin Collection 

photos courtesy of Dan Tiffin, Ontario Model Soldier Society Member 

 


