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THE JOURNAL is published by the Ontario Model Soldier Society and 

is provided to all paid-up members free of charge. Subscription 

information, publication, and advertising rates are available upon 

request. 

If, through inadvertence, any item herein has been reprinted without 

permission, we ask that the error be excused and promise that full 

acknowledgement will be made in the next issue. The articles and 

opinions expressed are solely those of the author and not necessarily 

those of the OMSS, its officers, or THE JOURNAL. Other club 

publications and magazines are welcome to reprint articles from THE 

JOURNAL, provided full credit is given to the original author and THE 

JOURNAL.  

Electronic submissions preferred but not mandatory. Please submit all 

material for consideration to: 

Brendan Hogan 

318ï301 Finnamore Street 

Oromocto, NB, Canada E2V 0K3 

(613) 929ï3757 

brendanhogan29@gmail.com  

Aims of the Society 

The Ontario Model Soldier Society is a provincially chartered, nonïprofit 

organization, dedicated to the following purposes:  

1) Providing a meeting place and a means of exchange of information 

among those interested in creating, painting, war gamming, collecting, 

and displaying model and toy soldiers and studying the history thereof. 

2) Publicizing the hobby in order to make known the existence of the 

Society and to attract new members and enthusiasts to it.  

3) Improving the skills and knowledge of the members through the 

sharing of information of regular competitions, classes, and lectures.  
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Greetings!  

Hope everyone enjoyed the 

June issue. 

In this issue we start with what Remembrance Day means - Those 

that went and gave their tomorrows so we could have our todays. 

Please wear a poppy and take a minute on November 11th and 

think of them. 

Inside this issue are a wide variety of subject and topics to peak 

oneôs interest. Many thanks to everyone who sent articles.  

Enjoy this issue, and as always, happy collecting! 

Ian Pearson 

Acting Editor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear editor: Just an observation about 

tartans. I think all kits should come with 

tartans alre ady painted. What do you 

think? Also, Iôm thinking of doing a bust 

or two. Eye sight not gr eat any more. 

Change of model size might be a good 

idea.    

Reply ï Interesting idea  on the tartans 

but u ntil that happens one needs to 

connect with tartan painters. I have 

advised the all  

knowing Swami.  

 

 

From the 

Editor 

 

IN THIS ISSUE:  

From the Editor - 2 

Letters to the Editor ï 2 

Presidentôs Message ï 3 

Cockleshell Heroes - 4 

Spin Casting OMSS Style ï 5 

The Maple Leaf 1944 ï 6-7 

1st/2nd Canadian Regiment ï 8 

Model Ideas - 9  

German WW1 Models ï 10-11 

Colouring Page 12 

Canadian Engineer and new 

books -13 

Double Swami ï 14-15 

Tech Tip and IF ï 16 

Name the Parts - 17 

Growing old is just a matter of losing interest and dying by degrees. Youth burns 

in the breast of the creative and the curious; these are todayôs Hobbyists. 

(Bob Baird, Making and Collecting Military Miniatures, 1957)  

Letters to the Editor 
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tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ ς Journal October 2020 

This is the second edition of The Journal for 2020. I want to thank Ian Pearson for stepping up and 
making this happen, during these unprecedented times. I also want to thank of the members 
contributing material to the Journal. 

I want to repeat message from the June edition ς the Newsletter and the Journal are important for 
members to communicate with each other as club, on toy soldier-related matters. This is even more 
important as we have not been able to meet as a group, face-to-face, since March. Even while I, and 
the Executive, are hoping that we can resume meetings shortly, until there is a cure, vaccine or 
otherwise, for COVID-19, meetings will not be the social gatherings of before, and we will have to 
abide by the health and safety restrictions of the various levels of government, and of the Royal 
Canadian Legion. 

We are communicating with each other, via email, or one-on-one. I encourage all to continue this. We 
share a common interest ς the hobby ς but even more important is our common interests in each 
other as a social organization. 

We are seeing some easement of restrictions, and that is positive. But, we, and the rest of the world, 
have been living with this now for six months and counting. Recovery will be gradual. 

There is some positive news in the industry, as some manufacturers are announcing new material. But 
there are negative signs, as there have been few if any shows, and few if any club meetings elsewhere 
that I am aware of. And this looks like the recovery will be gradual. 

Hence the importance of the Newsletter and the Journal; they provide a means for us to communicate 
with each other what we are doing with respect to the hobby right now, and will serve to archive what 
we are doing in these unprecedented times. And most of us have a lot of time on our hands ς relatively 
speaking ς to get back into the hobby. And all members have a lot of knowledge, of history, of toy 
soldiers, of militaria, of model building and painting. You would be surprised at your knowledge and 
expertise, and of how others will appreciate it and be inspired in their own ways. I encourage all 
members to contribute. It is communications through email, telephone, and the Newsletter and the 
Journal that we will keep the OMSS going, generating the enthusiasm and energy to get us through 
these trying times 

We are hoping for another Journal before the end of 2020, and we intend to continue this into 2021, 
until we can get back to a new normal where we can all meet again. 

Until then, stay safe and keep in touch, until we can meet again ς and we will meet again. 

 

 

 

 

 

Presidentôs Message 
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HEARTS OF OAK IN 

COCKLESHELLS 
(TWO COMMANDO RAIDS OF DARING, RAW NERVES AND PURE COURAGE)  

A life on the ocean wave can have many forms. During WW2 one Royal 

Marine raid was into on the Port of Bordeaux. It was done with the smallest 

of boats called cockles or canoes. Hence the legend of the Cockleshell 

Heroes. 

There were many raids carried out by Combined Operations but Admiral 

Earl Mountbatten stated in his forward to the book of the same name 

ñnone was more courageous and imaginative than Operation Franktonò. 

Twelve Royal Marines started on this famous adventure but only two 

survived - Lt. Col. Hasler and Marine Corporal Sparks. Not all the small 

canoes made it but those that did carried on to over-come impossible 

odds. When they reached the target limpet mines were fixed to the hulls 

of ships, six of which later blew up amid the scenes of confusion. The story 

of the raid was well told in the book The Cockleshell Heroes and portrayed 

in the 1954 movie of the same name starring Jose Ferrer and Trevor 

Howard. 

However, that was not 

the end of the 

Cockleshell story. In 

July 1944 Lieutenant 

JF Richards led a 

successful raid 

against enemy ships 

in the Mediterranean 

Island of Leros at 

Portolago Bay. During 

the raid three cockles 

entered the fully 

fortified harbour, full 

of wide-awake 

Italians, to attack 

enemy destroyers 

and naval escort 

ships. Under heavy 

machine gun fire and one cockle filling with water all three boats made 

their escape. Lt. Richards was awarded the DSC while Sgt. King and 

Marine Ruff a DSM. 

 

 

 

THE 

COCKLESHELL  

HEROES  

 

One of the most 

interesting raids carried 

out by Combined 

Operations Command 

was Operation Frankton - 

the attack by the Royal 

Marines in canoes at 

Bordeaux France. 

Phil Andrews picked up 

the kit in Atlanta this year 

and describes its 

construction and display. 

There are several books 

and models available. 

King and Country put out 

a double canoe set SGS-

DD006 
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Not even a pandemic will stop some OMSS members.   

Scott Dummit and Jim Qualtrough felt they couldnôt wait any 

longer to try out the previously owned mould spin-caster and 

melting pot they jointly purchased last fall.   

So the melting pot was fired up and the spin-caster plugged 

in.  With Ian Pearson and Scott Milburn assisting and with 

everyone wearing masks and following pandemic safety 

guidelines, we were ready to make some model soldier 

castings. 

The melting pot takes several hours to reach the required 700 

degrees Fahrenheit to melt the solid bar of metal, so several hours before our arrival Jim powered up 

the melting pot so it was ready to go when we arrived. The heat from the pot certainly added to the hot 

and humid summer afternoon when the four club members gathered to learn how to make model 

soldier castings from a block of solid metal.  

A spin-caster enables you to create several individual castings simultaneously by using large master 

moulds that consist of multiple smaller mould shapes of things like soldiers or accessories.   

After melting a solid bar of metal in the melting pot to a liquid, a ladle is used to scoop the molten metal 

out of the pot and pour it into the spin-caster.  The spin-caster holds the master mould in place while 

spinning it at a very high speed to ensure the molten metal is evenly distributed throughout the entire 

mould until the liquefied metal has cooled and hardened.  

Once the mould has cooled, it is removed from the spin-caster. Then the individual castings are 

removed from the master mould and all the excess material (flashing) is trimmed off in preparation for 

assembly and painting. 

It took several attempts to heat the metal to the right temperature so that the liquefied metal would 

spread throughout the mould completely before it hardened.  We also had to learn by practice how 

much molten metal was required to fill the mould but not overfill it.  The first attempt had too much 

material which made the mould difficult to separate the individual casting pieces. The second try 

resulted in not enough molten material to fill all the nooks and crannies throughout the master mould. 

And as the old fairy tale goes, the third attempt had just the right amount of molten metal to fill each 

casting.   

It will require more practice (and mistakes) to learn how to consistently make quality castings but with 

the help of fellow club members it will be a fun journey towards making our very own model soldiers 

from a block of raw material. 

Hot metal is poured    Mould is checked      Casting are removed    Inspection of the figures 
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The Vickers machine gun was a water-cooled .303 British machine 

gun that required a six to eight-man team to operate: one fired, one 

fed the ammunition, the rest helped to carry the weapon, its 

ammunition, and spare parts. It came into service before the First 

World War and lasted until the 1960s. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Water_cooling
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/.303_British
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The Allies launched Operation Market-Garden, a daring land 

and airborne attack behind enemy lines in the eastern 

Netherlands. This meant a large seaport would need to be taken 

and Antwerp was captured almost intact in early September 

1944. However, Antwerp was 80 kilometres from the North Sea 

and only accessible by the Scheldt river ï a waterway in enemy 

hands. The First Canadian Army led the way in fierce combat 

to clear the enemy in the fall of 1944. Canadian troops succeed 

in opening up the port of Antwerp to Allied shipping but it came 

at a cost of 6,000 Canadian soldiers.  



 
 

8
 

 

 

 

 

The 1st Canadian Regiment was raised by James 
Livingston to support Colonial efforts in the American 
Revolutionary War during the invasion of Quebec. After 
approval by Congress the regiment saw action primarily 
in the Canadian theater and New York. The regiment at 
first consisted of a mix of Canadiens, Acadiens, and 
Anglophones. It was disbanded on January 1, 1781 as 
part of a major reorganization at King's Ferry, New York. 
Members that remained in service were assigned to the 
2nd Canadian Regiment.  
 The 2nd Canadian Regiment (Congress' Own or 
Hazen's Regiment) was authorized on January 20, 
1776 as an Extra Continental regiment for service with 
the Continental Army. All or part of the regiment saw 
action at Staten Island, Brandywine, Germantown and 
the Siege of Yorktown. When not in combat most of its 
time was in and around New York City monitoring the 
British forces occupying that city. The regiment was 

disbanded on November 15, 1783, at West Point, New 
York. 
 

2nd Regiment  
Headdress was a polished black leather with yellow scroll with black letters ôPRO ARIS ET FOCISô over white 
óCORô. Black cockade with silver button on left, side after 1780 a smaller white cockade was added in the black 
one. The hair was either natural or powdered white. The coat was red brown faced white before 1780 (after that 
red). Facings are the collar, lapels and cuffs. Coattail turnbacks were white. Buttons silver. Musicians, following the 

custom of the period, would have reversed coats of white (after 2780 red) 
with brown facings. The vest, breeches and Stockings were white. Cloth 
gaiters were black with silver buttons with 
black shoes and officerôs boots were 
black. The soldierôs equipment consisted 
of white cross belts with silver buckles, on 
the left hip a black bayonet scabbard 
tipped brass holding a silver bayonet. On 
right hip a polished black ammunition 
box. Canteen and strap red brown. The 
musket was of wooden parts red brown, 
metal parts silver, except brass butt plate, 
trigger guard, ramrod holders and end 
stock cap. Sling was white, buckle brass. 
  Officerôs Equipment: A crimson waist 
sash. A silver hilted sword and sword 
knot. A polished black leather scabbard 
tipped silver, held by a white belt with a 
silver buckle over the left shoulder. Silver 
fringed eqaulets ï 2 for Col, Lt Col. and 
Major, 1 on left shoulder for Captains and 
Subaltern on left. Company officer wore pouched and carried muskets as 

the men until 1780 when spontoons (short pikes) with red brown handles and silver tips became universal. 
Musicians ï All musicians head white waist belts with a brass sword hilt with white tassel, worn in a polished black 
leather scabbard with brass tip, on the left hip. Drum ï was held by a white belt. A red brown wooden shell with the 
front half painted in facing color and the device that is on the cap. Both drum hoops red, white fife case strap with 
interwoven cording in facing color supporting a black tin fife case with the same device as the drum. 

 Drawing and description from 

Imrie/Risley Miniatures 1966 

1st & 2nd Canadian Regiment 
(American Revolutionary War) 
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Model Ideas 

Taken from óUniforms of the Territorial Armyô issued by John Player & Sons. These were cards that appeared in 

tobacco packages. The set of 50 cards could be pasted into a booklet that had a description of each card. 

 

The 1st City of 

Edinburgh Rifle 

Volunteer Corps 1859 

This was the first Volunteer 

regiment to be organized in 

Scotland, and was popularly 

known as óThe Edinburgh 

Blacksô from the dark 

colour of its uniform. With 

the formation of the 

Territorial Force, the 

Brigade was organized as 

the 4th and 5th Bns (Queenôs 

Edinburgh Rifles), The 

Royal Scots. Both battalions 

fought at Gallipoli. In 1922 

they were amalgamated and 

in 1938 were reorganized as 

a Searchlight Regiment. We 

show a member of the Corps 

of 1859 with the Scot 

Monument, Edinburgh in 

the background 

 

22nd (Central London 

Rangers) The Kingôs Royal 

Rifle Corps 1882 

The Rangers date their origin to 

Gentlemen Members of Grayôs 

Inn who formed an Armed 

Association in 1780. In 1882 

the 22nd Middlesex RV Central 

London Rangers acquired two 

Nordenfeldt machine guns, the 

first of their kind in the British 

Army. In view of War Office 

disapproval Colonel Alt, 

Commanding Officer, 

converted the Detachment into 

a private Nordenfeldt Gun Club 

wearing uniform shown. 

Shortly afterwards official 

approval was given and the 

guns and teams were 

incorporated in the Battalion. 

North Midland Corps 

Signals 1939 

This unit originated when the 

North Midland Divisional 

Telegraph Company RE was 

formed on April 1st 1908 

with headquarters at Shelton, 

as one of the new units of the 

Territorial Force. In the 

Great War the unit proceeded 

overseas with the 46th (North 

Midland) Division. After 

1920 several names changes 

occurred with the final title 

being North Midland Corps 

Signals. The picture shows a 

dispatch rider of the unit 

receiving a dispatch. 


